
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF NEANDRETHALS

Insights into the interdisciplinary character of Palaeoanthropology and the progress made in recent years by the The
Neandertals and their contemporaries 1.

He noted that racial boundaries have been recognized to be indefinite at least since Blumenbach, but that the
newer criticism of the race concept based on discordant variation offered the alternative of using clines to
explain variation. Brace enthusiastically endorsed Livingstone's suggestion two years later in his own
commentary in Current Anthropology. However, despite what the dietary behaviors of our closest hominin
relatives could potentially tell us about our own early history, we found no comprehensive review of the
paleoethnobotany of the Neanderthal, and so we gleaned the literature for evidence of their nutritional,
medicinal, and ritual uses of plants. However, rates of cranial trauma are not significantly different between
Neanderthal and middle paleolithic Anatomically Modern Human samples. In their tendency to ignore
variation, they are also an example of typological thinking. Where these barriers are of low power,
neighboring groups will intergrade or hybridize with one another. In his reply, Brace asked a question he
would often repeat in the future: What particular value, then, is inherent in the application of a name to an area
where clines intersect? A strong emphasis on natural selection led him to consider suspect the assumption of
nonadaptiveness of characters. The origin of modern anatomy: by speciation or intraspecific evolution? There
are only hide scrapers, which might have been used to make blankets or ponchos. Cold-adapted theory[ edit ]
Some people thought that the large Neanderthal noses were an adaptation to the cold, [20] but primate and
arctic animal studies have shown sinus size reduction in areas of extreme cold rather than enlargement in
accordance with Allen's rule. Hublin, C. This is in contrast to Upper Paleolithic modern human sites, which
have an abundance of eyed bone needles and bone awls. Modern humans have the slowest body growth of any
mammal during childhood the period between infancy and puberty with lack of growth during this period
being made up later in an adolescent growth spurt. Nusbaum, E. These differences will vary as the power of
the geographic and social barriers, acting upon the original genetic differences, vary. It was observed that the
pattern of vertebral maturation and extended brain growth might reflect the broad Neanderthal body form and
physiology, rather than a fundamental difference in the overall pace of growth in Neanderthals compared to
modern humans. These opposing viewpoints will be explored to clarify the differences. Elsewhere , p. Similar
characters could appear in more than one geographic region, individual local populations were often
distinguishable due to microgeographic variation, and variation in different characters was discordant.


