
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIETY AND THE SOCIAL FORCES IN

HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS

Chapters 4 and 5 examined the role of health systems and health behaviors in of healthâ€• refer to factors outside the
domain of public health and health care, which Another challenge in analyzing social factors in a cross-national context
is that factors that shape both economic inequality and health, such as a society's.

This leads to the conclusion that North America has cultivated a comparatively healthy society. A more recent
example is homosexuality, which was labelled a mental disorder or a sexual orientation disturbance by the
American Psychological Association until  In addition, the introduction of new medical technologies has
changed the working environment for many healthcare workers, leading to shifts in the division of labour and
changes to working practice. Stressful circumstances, making people feel worried, anxious and unable to cope,
are damaging to health and may lead to premature death. Life expectancy of aboriginal men and women in
Canada has improved but remains significantly lower than for the rest of the population Graph courtesy of
Health Canada,  Sexual contact and drug use are the most common means of transmission. Low social
mobilityâ€”that is, the low likelihood that a person born to low-income or poorly educated parents will
achieve higher income or education levels as an adultâ€”could exacerbate the health effects of adverse social
conditions by leading to the accumulation of social disadvantage across generations, thereby producing greater
poverty or other consequences that compromise health Case et al. Learn more about psychology with our
psychology courses. By the late s, the relative poverty rate in the United States exceeded that of all 16 peer
countries. Nor are the effects confined to the poor: the social gradient in health runs right across society, so
that even among middle-class office workers, lower ranking staff suffer much more disease and earlier death
than higher ranking staff. World map showing alcohol consumption around the world North America's
primary risk factors for illness are currently[ when? We aim to build a community through content that
accounts for the full weight of social factors in facilitating better health, for an individual person or for an
entire population. For instance, children born to parents who haven't had the opportunity to complete high
school are more likely to live in unsafe, unsanitary or deteriorating neighborhoods that do not accommodate
healthy play and community learning opportunities. Some are unselfconscious and taken for granted, some are
specifically understood as scientifically incontrovertible necessity, and others as legitimate laws, rules and
regulations, and practices. They accept no funding from entities, like those in the pharmaceutical industry,
with potential profit connections to this health industry. Low-skilled and low-status employment is more likely
to involve exposure to physical hazards, such as toxic chemicals e. Poorer rural communities, on the other
hand, continue to suffer from malnutrition and malaria. Sociologists Conrad and Barker offer a comprehensive
framework for understanding the major findings of the last 50 years of development in this concept. This
theme is addressed more explicitly in the second group of papers included in this monograph. Or anything that
has recently become known as a disease, whereas before it was considered evidence of laziness or other
character flaws? Their children face a greater risk of poor child care, weak maternal attachments, poverty, and
other adverse conditions Baldwin and Cain, ; Card,  Certain societies that are isolated have found that they
have a longer average lifespan than most. In terms of super infections there are high mortality rates, ranging
seventy to eighty percent; in contrast with co-infections which have a one to three percent mortality rate.


