
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JAMES FENIMORE COOPER

James Fenimore Cooper (September 15, â€“ September 14, ) was an American writer of the first half of the 19th
century. His historical romances draw a picture of frontier and American Indian life in The New York Times. September.

The book became one of the most widely read American novels of the 19th century. It is little wonder that
these stories captured the imagination of the readers of the day, or that they continue to be enjoyed by modern
readers. Identified from the start with the vanishing wilderness and its natives, Leatherstocking was an
unalterably elegiac figure, wifeless and childless, hauntingly loyal to a lost cause. While on his death bed, the
Austrian composer Franz Schubert wanted most to read more of Cooper's novels. Three dining halls at the
State University of New York at Oswego are named in Cooper's remembrance Cooper Hall, The Pathfinder,
and Littlepage because of his temporary residence in Oswego and for setting some of his works there. In fact,
Cooper's choice of themes in some of his works was a matter of necessity rather than choice, with his
portrayals of warfare being directed by the topical events of the day. During his time in Paris, the Cooper
family was seen[ by whom? He enjoyed the amenities of a transplanted civilization while reading, in the
writings of the wilderness missionary John Gottlieb Heckewelder, about the Native Americans who had long
since retreated westward, and about life in the Old World in the novels of Sir Walter Scott and Jane Austen.
The Deerslayer  The work was an account of the U. Our age seems to relish moral complexity and ambiguity;
our heroes are flawed, edgy, burdened with dark secrets. The Pathfinder  Pegasus Books even released a
gorgeous illustrated edition of the novel this summer. Cooper's work is said to have stood the test of time and
is considered an authoritative account of the U. A progressive Cooper was not, but we should acknowledge the
good sense present even in novels that share the usual 19th-century American errors about race and culture.
According to Davis, "Cooper's portrayals of Native American drinking thus contributed in their own way to
the contemporary debate concerning 'Indian nature'"  Navy during that time. In particular, Native Americans
play central roles in his Leatherstocking tales. Cooper's novels were very popular in the rest of the world,
including, for instance, Russia. It was more successful and became a bestseller; the setting of this
Revolutionary War tale is widely believed to have been John Jay's family home "The Locusts" in Rye, New
York of which a portion still exists today as the historic Jay Estate. In it, he defines the role of the "man of
letters" in a republic, the true conservative, the slavery of party affiliations, and the nature of the legislative
branch of government. In The Pioneers Natty is a somewhat crotchety old man whose chief "gift" is his ability
to argue his rights with both Indian John and Judge Temple. For instance, Steinbrink points out, "That the Spy
should deal with the War of Independence must have seemed, under the circumstances, more an inevitability
than a matter of choice to Cooper in  His next novel was The Crater, or Vulcan's Peak , in which he attempted
to introduce supernatural machinery. James Cooper his mother's family name of Fenimore was legally added
in was born in Burlington, N. He knows who he is and puts his life on the line for his friends â€” whether
white settlers or Native Americans. Old soldiers may fade away, but they still have to deal with the harsh
realities of life while they are still alive, and Bumppo is going to need to keep moving if he is going to stay
ahead of the increasing number of settlers Becker 5. One of the hanged men, year-old Philip Spencer, was the
son of U. Influenced by the ideals of classical republicanism , Cooper feared that the banking and the orgy of
speculation he witnessed were destructive of civic virtue and warned Americans that it was a "mistake to
suppose commerce favorable to liberty" and that doing so would lead to a new "moneyed aristocracy. Finally,
The Leatherstocking Tales simply have some great stuff in them. Ringe 17 This prolific rate of writing must
have been particularly challenging from a creative perspective because Cooper did not have all that much to
work with in terms of American history; after all, the country was brand-spanking-new. He was executed
without court-martial along with two other sailors aboard the Somers for allegedly attempting mutiny. At the
end of his career, he wrote a scornful satire about American social life and legal practices called The Ways of
the Hour, authored in  Cooper's wife Susan survived her husband only by a few months and was buried by his
side at Cooperstown. Bumppo was also the main character of Cooper's most famous novel The Last of the
Mohicans , written in New York City where Cooper and his family lived from to  Third Period The third
period of Cooper's literary career began in with his return to the Leather-Stocking series and two more
chapters in the life of Natty Bumppo, The Pathfinder, in which Cooper used his own experiences on Lake
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Ontario during the War of , and The Deerslayer, which fills in the young manhood of his hero. Repairs were
begun, and the house was put in order. Daniel Webster presided over the event and gave a speech to the
gathering while Washington Irving served as a co-chairman, along with William Cullen Bryant , who also
gave an address which did much to restore Cooper's damaged reputation among American writers of the time.
Yet another biographer suggests that Cooper's decision to begin writing was an "accident," and was, like Mary
Shelley's decision to write Frankenstein, was the result of a wager: When James Fenimore Cooper published
Precaution at the age of thirty-one, he was a gentleman farmer turned novelist by accident Since high spirits
seemed to fit him for an active life, his family allowed him to join the navy as a midshipman. All rights
reserved. He had always wished to write a chronicle of his times in fictional form in order to interpret for his
countrymen and the world at large the deeper meanings of the "American experiment" in its formative years.
None of these biographers had the advantage of James F. It was here, at the age of 30, that he published his
first novel, written on a challenge from his wife. This tale has a romantic interest, but also plenty of action
when Bumppo defends the blockhouse Becker 5.


