
AN EXAMINATION OF THE POEM FACING IT BY YUSEF KOMUNYAKAA

Facing It is a poem that deals with the personal angst of the speaker, a Vietnam veteran, who is visiting the Vietnam
War Memorial in.

The speaker is engages further with the monument as he takes in the full horror of the vast lists of names that
cover the granite surface. It is also not a surprise to the narrator who was, so he thought, prepared for what he
was going to see. Up until this point the reader was only given a vague feeling of what it was like for the
speaker. The most important image of this section is that of his own reflection staring back at him. The poem
tells the story about the violent war, which is difficult test for a person. But note the verb hiding which hints at
shyness and doubt, or wanting to avoid being seen. Yusef Komunyakaa is an American poet who has served
for the army as well. The theme of this poem, through the speaker, gives us a peek into one of the most
difficult phases a person can face in a lifetime. Whether through their support, protest, service, or the simple
fact that they are living in the world. I'm stone. One can notice a ton of survival's guilt, as he begins to see
familiar names among the many names on the wall. The meaning of the 'clouded reflection' here is the events
that the speaker had to face in the past, the memories of which are back to haunt him. Perhaps this woman has
lost her husband during the war and the boy reminds her about the happened mountain and unwittingly returns
her to past events. I said I wouldn't, dammit: No tears. The stone lets him go, as if it once imprisoned him, like
the past perhaps? Komunyakaa has composed this poem by alternating between short choppy lines and longer,
drawn out phrases. That is why the poem is dramatic. A white vet's image floats closer to me, then his pale
eyes look through mine. As the black soldier studies the granite surface and the names, he sees reflected a
woman's blouse. These concluding lines reveal to the reader that the narrator was part of the war in Vietnam.
He is split psychically. Summary hiding inside the black granite. The blouse seems to have the names printed
on it and he thinks she'll take the names away when she walks off. He knows himself to be human, made of
flesh. It's just a bird, a red bird, blurring the situation. It is like a different being. They form an imagery for
him from which he wants to get away. But this is not a historical President's name, this is the name of a soldier
who fell victim to a booby trap explosive out in Vietnam. Perhaps he feels like he did die there, and now
seeing the full outcome of the war, that he never really left. Soon, he drifts back to what he thinks are his days
on the field, but soon realizes that he is remembering motherly affection. The give away comes in line eleven
when the speaker lets the reader know exactly where they are. That's a lot of young people sacrificed in the
name of the USA. It is the stone for the moment, while he retains the flesh. These experiences are dangerous,
dark, and they threaten to return.


