
WRITING A DISCUSSION SECTION OF A RESEARCH PAPER

This section is often considered the most important part of a research paper because it Fourteen Steps to Writing to
Writing an Effective Discussion Section.

This can include re-visiting key sources already cited in your literature review section, or, save them to cite
later in the discussion section if they are more important to compare with your results than being part of the
general research you cited to provide context and background information. Use the same key terms, mode of
narration, and verb tense [present] that you used when when describing the research problem in the
introduction. During writing process of the manuscript one of these can be selected based on the intensity of
the discussion. After the recommendations have been written, reread each recommendation. Annesley,
Thomas M. Secondly, syutax, and grammar of the manuscript should be controlled. Each paragraph should not
contain more than words, and hence words should be counted repeteadly. Comment on their relative
importance in relation to your overall interpretation of the results and, if necessary, note how they may affect
the validity of the findings. This study provided evidence that primary school teachers in Nigeria need
additional professional development to improve their beliefs about literacy development so they can be more
effective literacy instructors. However, better instructional materials and adequate pay are rarely even distantly
related to the topic of the paper! Relate the Findings to Similar Studies No study in the social sciences is so
novel or possesses such a restricted focus that it has absolutely no relation to previously published research.
You may have to explain inconsistent or unexpected results. You can also begin by highlighting the most
significant or unexpected results. A ceiling effect also most likely influenced performance on the Equivalence
task, with most students having nearly perfect scores. If you feel compelled to speculate, do so in the form of
describing possible implications or explaining possible impacts. Follow a logical stream of thought. I
frequently read that the study was limited by time, money, or other resources. Sometimes the
recommendations are saved for the conclusion. Especially before writing the manuscript, the most important
step at the start is to construct a draft, and completion of the manuscript on a theoretical basis. As such, you
should always approach the selection and interpretation of your findings introspectively and to think critically
about the possibility of judgmental biases unintentionally entering into discussions about the significance of
your work. One of the most common mistakes that you can make when discussing the results of your study is
to present a superficial interpretation of the findings that more or less re-states the results section of your
paper.


